   Jump to appended: Weekly Devotional            
Prayer Response:     “Hear our Prayer, O Lord”           Page 614
Scripture:  John 1:29-42 (Pg. 124 NT Pew Bible)     Doris Hand

    Reader:   The Word of God for the People of God.
 Congregation: Thanks be to God!
Sermon:              “Behold the Lamb of God”     

Dedication of Offering          
     *Hymn -                “There Is a Redeemer”                      Page 206
     *Benediction  
               L: Greeting: “The Peace of God be with you.”                
               P: Response: “And also with you.”                                 
            P: “Go now in peace.”                                                   
    *Extinguishing of candles


  * Postlude 
Worship Service: We welcome you today January 15, 2023; the Second Sunday after Epiphany!  Hand sanitizer and masks are available. Please put your offering in the basket in rear of Sanctuary. Weekly envelopes/ monetary donations may be dropped off at the church during office hours or mailed. Bulletin & devotionals are on the church website. 
PLEASE TURN OFF CELL PHONES, PAGERS, ETC. during our worship service.  Thank you for your cooperation.

                 SERVICE CANCELLATION POLICY

 ***********************************************************
If a service or activity has to be cancelled due to adverse weather conditions during the winter, please check the following TV stations - WHTM Channel 27 and WHP Channel 21 to see if Valleys appears on their cancellation display.

 ***********************************************************
LAY READERS: Jan. 15 - Doris Hand; Jan. 22 - Ken Bechtel.; Jan. 29 - Scott Miller. If you cannot read on your Sunday, please inform the church office. Thank you.

     [image: image1.jpg]"BEROLD, Th LAMS O

ﬁﬁﬂﬂ!"

JiN Y Vf\
138 \9
A
—————




                              January 15, 2023
                 Second Sunday after Epiphany
Rev. Kristine Heckard - Interim Pastor 
                      The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
        3682 Peters Mountain Rd.  P O Box H Halifax, PA 17032
                                                                          Pastor Kristine Heckard

    Church Office (717-896-3118)  Pastor Cell 717-818-3041

 Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Thurs. - 10AM to 3PM 

    Web Site - ValleysEcc.Org   Email - valleysecc.halifax@gmail.com
View online services at Link:

or on YouTube Link 
If you are not on Facebook, go to the above YouTube link and you should be able to see any of the services (after the live stream is finished).  You can also listen to the sermon on Valleys website.  
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church

Rev. Kristine Heckard, Interim Pastor

Hymnal, Bridget Campbell

Video Technician, Seth Guertin
January15, 2023 - Worship, 10:15AM
Second Sunday after Epiphany
     (*Please stand as you are able)


 
Lighting of Candles  
   Prelude       
Announcements                                               Norine Goss                                               
*Call to Worship: (Responsive)                                    

L:  John the Baptist exclaimed as he saw Jesus: “Look, here is the Lamb of God!”
P:  Two disciples heard him and they followed Jesus, the Lamb of God; let us also be prepared to follow him as faithful disciples.
L: Come, let us worship him.
      *Hymn -      “Come, We That Love the Lord”              Page 18         

*Invocation                                                                                   
*Confession:  (In Unison)
Heavenly Father, we know that you sent your Son into the world as “the Lamb of God,” that through him the world might be saved from sin and reconciled to you. However, we are too easily satisfied with the knowledge that you love us and that we are your children. Forgive us, Lord, and help us to find that abundant life reserved for those who know how to be your children fully and completely. Amen.
       *Assurance of Pardon 
   The Psalm: 29:1-11 (Responsive)                                  
 L: I waited patiently for the Lord; And He inclined to me,
And heard my cry.
P: He also brought me up out of a horrible pit, Out of the miry clay, And set my feet upon a rock, And established my steps.

L:  He has put a new song in my mouth—Praise to our God;
Many will see it and fear, And will trust in the Lord.
P: Blessed is that man who makes the Lord his trust,
And does not respect the proud, nor such as turn aside to lies.
L: Many, O Lord my God, are Your wonderful works Which You have done; And Your thoughts toward us Cannot be recounted to You in order;
P: If  I would declare and speak of them, They are more than can be numbered.
L: Sacrifice and offering You did not desire; My ears You have opened. Burnt offering and sin offering You did not require.
P: Then I said, “Behold, I come; In the scroll of the book it is written of me.
L: I delight to do Your will, O my God, And Your law is within my heart.”
P: I have proclaimed the good news of righteousness In the great assembly; Indeed, I do not restrain my lips, O Lord, You Yourself know.
L:  I have not hidden Your righteousness within my heart; I have declared Your faithfulness and Your salvation;
P:  I have not concealed Your loving kindness and Your truth From the great assembly.

ALL:  Do not withhold Your tender mercies from me, O Lord; Let Your loving kindness and Your truth continually preserve me.
Affirmation of Faith: (In Unison)
We believe in God, Creator of all things.  We believe in His Son Jesus Christ, who came to show us the way to the Father.  We believe in the Holy Spirit of God - moving among us and inspiring the Love of God within us.  We believe in the Church - the earthly extension of His Kingdom.  We believe it is our calling to serve His Church with all our heart, our mind, our strength.  Amen.

Hymn -                         “Jesus Calls Us”                            Page 375
Pastoral Prayer with the Lord’s Prayer (sins/sinned)             
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who have sinned against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen
PRAYER REQUESTS*
*(indicates new or change)
Please remember all people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, cards: 

MEMBERS & FRIENDS OF THE VALLEYS:  

     *Betty Lebo & family; *Ed Dobbin, (Helen Simpson Rehab); *Ellen Snyder, (Gail Shertzer’s sister); *Frank Kitchen; *Kenny Minnich, (Tabitha Hoover’s father); Barbara & Dennis Croutharmel; Diane Shaffer; Susie Snyder; Ed Berra; Carol Knight; Sarah Graff, Colleen Bublitz; Gary Miller; Janette & Dennis Leitzel; Rahn Cooper; Barbara Lauver; Neva Cichy; Gary Fetterhoff; Donna Motter; Hannah Gonder; Kayla Gonder; Marissa Faust; Charlie/Gail Shertzer; Mary Cooke; Carol Cooper; Dean Etzweiler; Esther Masser; Sue Maichle; Aliyia Shoop; Carole Fetterhoff, Lori Graeff;  Kelly Richter; Kelly Shutt; Deb Castellani; Judy Miller; Dorothy Rand; Ben Baker; Inez Boyer; Liam Neiswender; Terry Etzweiler; Carl Baker; Neva Smith; Rick Welker; Rob; Alan Bostdorf; Nancy/Tim Wilbert; Jennifer Herb; Karen Kahler; Jean Enders; Destiny Snyder; Glenda Lissner; Guy Kerstetter; Larry Snyder; Carolyn Rickmer; Joslyn Thomas; Kevin; Ruth Boyer;  Henry Hassinger; Phyllis McCleaf; Ray Meredith; Jerry Sturm; Jerry Valentine; Janeal Yerger; Peyton Simmers; Justin Hoffman; Glen Hale; Betty Feger; Janelle Miller; Esther Rudy; Evelyn/Ron Kolva; Ty/Lana Shoop; Bob Pottiger; Raymond Enders; Susan Lazor;  Kaiya Wilkens; Colton Faust; Sara Herb; Ann Kopp; Randy Byerly; Jake & Sandy Hale; Greg Gelnett
OUR SHUT INS: Myra Hoffman; Lila Baddorf; Hannah Klinger; Vickie Shoffler; Janet Noblit; Lori Graff; Arletta Thomas
MISSIONS: Covenant Missionaries: Jen/Minh D.; Cathy C.; Covenant Missionaries, all Missionaries serving all around the world.

Please inform the Valleys if you or a member of your family is in the hospital, hospitals do not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  Please call the church office (717-896-3118). Please put prayer requests (also name of person requesting prayer) on the back of “Welcome Card” which is in the pew rack and place it in offering plate, also please give a contact name who we can contact for updates or call the church office. In order to keep prayer list accurate, we will keep people on prayer list for 60 days unless we receive a phone call or email update to keep them on the list from person who put person on prayer list.
WE EXTEND OUR CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY, LOVE, PRAYERS AND THOUGHTS to Betty Lebo and family as Betty’s daughter Sandra Bohner went to be with the Lord on Jan. 6, 2023.  We pray God surrounds them with His loving arms of comfort and peace.
CHURCH CALENDAR
Jan.  15 - 9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys
               10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online
Annual Congregational Meeting & Covered Dish Meal will be held after Worship Service. (meat will be provided)

Jan. 16 - 7:00PM - Dartball - Valleys plays at Faith U. Methodist

Jan. 18 - 6:00-7:00PM - Prayer Team  - All are welcome
                7:00PM - Council Reorganization Meeting

Jan.  22 - 9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys
               10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online
              Installation of Elders and Deacons

Jan. 29 - 9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys
               10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online
SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS: Jan. 15 - Donna Novinger; Jan. 22 - Ken Bechtel; Jan. 29 - Marie Herb.  If you cannot teach on your Sunday, please inform the church office as soon as possible. Thank you.

ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING will be held on January 15, 2023 following 10:15AM Worship Service. A covered dish meal will be shared following the meeting (meat will be provided by the church). 

COUNCIL REORGANIZATION MEETING will be held on Wednesday January 18, 2023. All newly elected Elders and Deacons please attend the meeting.
INSTALLATION OF ELDERS AND DEACONS will be held on Sunday January 22, 2023 during Worship Service.

BLANKETS AND PILLOWS are needed for the Men’s Bethseda Mission in Harrisburg. If you wish to donate some, please see Jan Quinn as she is taking care of this mission.
CANDIDATES FOR 2023 TO BE VOTED ON AT THE

ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
ON SUNDAY, JANUARY 15, 2023
Deacons                    (2 year term) (Vote for Three)
  Bridget Campbell

  2 More Nominations needed

Elders                       (2 year term) (Vote for Two)

  Sue Faust 

  1 More Nomination needed

Sunday School Superintendent  (2 year term) (Vote for One)

  Sharon Fetterhoff

Nominating Committee (2 year term)  

    Nomination needed       (Vote for One)
National & Conference Delegates (1 Year Term) 

   Nomination needed                        (Vote for Two)

Alternate for Search Committee   (Vote for One)

   (Person would attend meetings but only vote in absence of another committee member previously approved.)
Other candidates may be nominated for any of the above categories either during the Congregational Meeting.

Please pray about considering being an Elder or Deacon or on Nomination Committee or Conference Delegate.
     ________________________________________________
ZUMBA meets Mondays 6:00-7:00PM in the social hall (they will meet when no Dartball game is held at Valleys). 

GIRL SCOUTS meet on various evenings through the week.
ALTAR FLOWERS: Cost for altar flowers is $37.00 to sponsor flowers for Sunday worship services. 
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
                                                 Weekly Devotional for January 15, 2023

Invocation:
Almighty God, you have called us together in this place to be your people.  We give you thanks for the opportunity once again to be caring and supporting members of your body.  Prepare us in this hour to declare your glory to those around us affirming that you do indeed do marvelous saving works, and that you are greatly to be praised.  In Jesus we pray. Amen.
Scripture:  John 1:29:42, Psalm 40:1-11

Message:



Behold the Lamb of God!

Have you ever gotten some really good advice?  Something you could look back on and say, "Wow!  I sure am glad I listened to that!"  All of us have gotten some excellent advice in life, or we probably wouldn't be here today, right?  That's the kind of advice John the Baptist gave to his disciples here in God's Word.

In verse 29 it says, "The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, 'Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!"  The best advice anybody could ever give anybody is summed up in those words - "Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!"  There is soul-saving, world-changing power in those few short words.  God revealed to John the Baptist that he was looking at the long-promised Messiah and the only Savior of the world. 

 God also revealed to John that Jesus had always existed in eternity past. So in verse 30, John the Baptist said, "This is He of whom I said, 'After me comes a Man who is preferred before me, for He was before me."  Verses 31-33 tell us that God revealed to John that the Holy Spirit would visibly descend on the Messiah like a dove and remain on Him. God also revealed to John that Jesus Christ is the only begotten Son of God.  So in verse 34, John said, "I have seen and testified that this is the Son of God.”  "Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!" 

When John the Baptist said those words, he knew a lot about sacrificial lambs. Every Jew of that day knew.  They knew the story of how the Lord told Abraham to sacrifice his only promised son, Isaac.  By faith Abraham knew that God would provide the lamb for the sacrificial offering.  Every Jew of that day knew this story. They also knew about the Passover lambs whose blood protected the Children of Israel when God killed the first born of Egypt.  

Millions of lambs and other animals were sacrificed for sin in Old Testament times. But it was never enough.   And all of those sacrifices could "never take away sins."  But every one of those Old Testament sacrifices points us to the ultimate sacrifice that Jesus made on the cross for us.  That's why in John 1:29, the first thing John the Baptist said when he saw Jesus was, "Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!"

The sacrifice of our Savior was God's plan all along, and that sacrifice was needed because of our sin. Somebody had to take the punishment. Somebody had to pay the price for our sins. And Jesus was the only one qualified to die for others, because He had no sins of His own.  One sacrifice for all! One sacrifice forever!

Verses 35-36 tell us that “the next day, John stood with two of his disciples.  And looking at Jesus as He walked, he said, “Behold the Lamb of God!''  That's what John the Baptist's two disciples began to do.  And God wants everyone to behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.  It will change our lives forever!

What happens when we really begin to behold the Lord Jesus Christ?  

1.  FIRST: WE BEGIN TO SPEAK WITH THE LORD.

That's what began to happen in verses 37-38. The two men John the Baptist steered toward Jesus were Peter's brother Andrew, and most likely the Apostle John. These two men began to follow Jesus.  No doubt they were eager to learn more about Jesus, so they began to talk with the Lord.  But notice that Jesus made the first move. Actually, Jesus always makes the first move, even if you can't see that yet in your life.  The Lord made the first move here, and He began by asking a big question.

In verses 37-38, the two disciples heard him speak, that is John the Baptist, and they followed Jesus.   Then Jesus turned, and seeing them following, said to them, "What do you seek?''  or  "What seek ye?" "What do you want?" "What are you looking for?"

Isn’t that the big question!  What are you looking for?  What are we looking for in life? Someone once said the most fundamental question in life is “What are you seeking in life?  Some are seeking fame and power while others aren't seeking for much of anything.  They are just drifting along in life.  But, what about us? What are we looking for in life?  And what are we looking for in Jesus?  Are we just looking for a ticket to Heaven?  Jesus will never settle for just that.  He wants to be our Lord as well as our Savior.  He must be our God as well as our Best Friend.  So Jesus asks us questions.   He seeks, He prods, He speaks, and He wants to speak to each one of us here today.

In the early 1800s, Edward Payson was a famous preacher in New England.  One stormy Sunday there was only one person in church to hear his sermon.  But that didn’t get him down.   He preached just as faithfully and passionately as if that huge church was overflowing with people.

Several months later, the one man who was in church that day went to Pastor Payson. And he told him, "I was led to the Savior through that service, because whenever you talked about sin and salvation, I glanced around to see who you were talking to.  But there was no one there but me, so I had no choice but to lay every word to my own heart!"

That man heard from the Lord that day because he was alone in church.  But even if there had been a thousand people there, the Lord still would have had something to say to him.  And Jesus has something to say to each of us right now.

Sometimes the lord speaks to challenge us.  Like in

- Matthew 7:3 where Jesus asked, "Why do you see the speck that is in your brother's eye, but do not notice the log that is in your own eye?"

-Matthew 8:26, "Why are you afraid, O you of little faith?"

-Matthew 9:4, "Why do you think evil in your hearts?"

-And three times to the Apostle Peter in John 21, "Do you love me?" "Do you love me?" "Do you love me?"

The Lord often uses questions to challenge people.  He challenges us when we need it.   Many other timee he speaks to comfort us. . .

· "Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.  Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, you will find rest for your souls."  

· He also said "I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in Me, though he may die, he shall live.  Whoever lives and believes in Me shall never die. . ."  

· And "Let not your heart be troubled; you believe in God, believe also in Me.  In My Father's house are many mansions; if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you."  

· And "My grace is sufficient for you."  

Thank God for that! Jesus Christ has something to say to every single one of us.  But are we willing to hear?

2. WHEN WE BEHOLD THE LAMB OF GOD, WE BEGIN TO SPEAK WITH THE LORD.  WE ALSO BEGIN TO STAY WITH THE LORD.   John the Baptist looked at Jesus as He walked, and John urged his disciples to, "Behold the Lamb of God!''  The two disciples heard him speak, and they followed Jesus.  Then Jesus turned, and seeing them following, said to them, "What do you seek?'' They said to Him, "Rabbi'' (which is to say, when translated, Teacher), "where are You staying (or dwelling)?''  He said to them, "Come and see.'' They came and saw where He was staying, and remained (or abode) with Him that day. . .

When John and Andrew really began to see Jesus, they wanted to stay with the Lord.  They didn't just want to speak to Jesus as strangers might stop and exchange a few words.  They wanted to hang around with the Lord, and learn more about Him. They wanted to talk to Jesus about their troubles and concerns."  We can’t be satisfied with just a passing acquaintance – a word or two.  No we want to meet Jesus as a friend in his house." 

That's what these two disciples did when Jesus "said to them, 'Come and see.'  They came and saw where He was staying, and remained with Him that day. . ." The KJV says they "abode" with Jesus that day, and this word simply means to "stay," "continue," or "remain."  This word is very important in the Bible. It's found 120 times in the New Testament. For example he said "Abide in Me, and I in you.  As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in Me.”  He also said, "As the Father loved Me, I also have loved you; abide in My love."

One of the other translations of this original word is "dwell," and that helps us understand what it's talking about.  When we dwell in a place we make that place our home.  So to abide in Jesus is to make our home in Him, just as He also makes His home in us.  And to abide in Jesus' love is to make our home in His love.

Think about what 'home' means to us.   Hopefully home is where the heart is.  Home is where we want to be, especially during holidays.  Hopefully, home is the place where we feel comfortable, and relaxed.  Home is a place of safety and security.  It's our base of operations.  Home is one of the main places where we bring our friends when we want to have fellowship with them.  Home is where the people and things we love the most are found."

Isn't this what Jesus Christ should be for us? Shouldn't Jesus be our place of refuge and security?  Shouldn't He be the source of our life and strength?  Shouldn't He be where our heart is?  The answer, of course, is yes!  But we have to abide or remain or dwell in His love.  What good would home be if we never went home?  We must consciously and intentionally abide with Jesus every day of our lives, even though He may take us to some unexpected places.

3. WHEN WE REALLY BEHOLD THE LAMB OF GOD, WE BEGIN TO STAY WITH THE LORD AND WE BEGIN TO SPREAD THE GOOD NEWS TO OTHER PEOPLE.

That's what John the Baptist was doing when he proclaimed, "Behold the Lamb of God!"  John was spreading the good news about Jesus to other people. And that's what Andrew did.  One of the two who heard John speak, and followed Him, was Andrew, Simon Peter's brother.  He first found his own brother Simon, and said to him, "We have found the Messiah.''  And he brought him to Jesus.  In these verses Andrew did two of the most important things we can ever do to spread the good news about Jesus.

He found his brother Simon, Peter and simply said to him: "We have found the Messiah!'' Andrew shared his testimony, and every Christian has a testimony.  It's your story of how you came to know the Lord in a personal way.  And God wants us to share our stories.

Andrew gave his testimony. Then he gave an invitation.  Andrew invited his brother Peter to come and meet Jesus. And Peter said yes! He brought him to Jesus. That's the way the good news of the cross is multiplied to more and more people.  Andrew found Peter, and Peter found so many more! 

What happens when we really begin to behold the Lamb of God?

-We begin to speak with the Lord.

-We begin to stay with the Lord.

-And we begin to spread the good news wherever we possibly can.  Amen.

Pastoral Prayer and Lord’s Prayer:
Ever-living God, you have breathed into us the very breath of life.  It is to you, Creator of all, that we give our truest adoration, our highest praise, our purest love.   You have not withheld your salvation.  You have given us your Son to rescue us.  We thank you for the gift of life in Jesus.  We thank you for family and friends whose love reminds us of your love.  Thank you for your encouraging and empowering Spirit.  Sometimes we are so filled with the Spirit that we truly feel we could soar like eagles.  Our faith is full and sure and we are ready to go wherever you would send us.  For these faith-filled times, we are most grateful.  But we are not always so sure of ourselves or of you.  Sometimes it is hard to believe you are near.  And in these times Lord, draw us near to you that we may be refreshed and supported by your loving Spirit.  We offer prayers for all your children, especially those who are ill and need to be reassured of your presence and healing touch.  We pray for ________________________.  Let your healing powers embrace those who are sick.  Watch over all of us so that we can find joy in our presence and do your will.  Through Jesus Christ who taught us to pray . . . “Our Father . . .  Amen.

Benediction:
May God give you a desire to serve him with daring courage, with a willing mind, and with a persevering heart; and the blessing of God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit be with you.  Amen.
